
Caring & Sharing
Centre for Genetic Resources, 
The Netherlands (CGN)

Theo van Hintum
Joint PRO-GRACE-EMPHASIS policy symposium
Brussels, June 27th, 2024



The Centre for Genetic Resources, The Netherlands (CGN)

5 minutes pitch of a well functioning national centralized plant genetic 
resources programme
• vision, mission and objectives
• organization
• outputs



Vision, mission and objectives



CGN’s vision, mission and objectives

Vision
• Easy access to sufficient plant genetic resources for current and future 

users to face the challenges of an ever-changing world.

Mission
• To contribute to the better conservation of, and access to, plant genetic 

resources (PGR)



CGN’s vision, mission and objectives

Objectives
• CGN aims at making the Dutch contribution to this mission

• Management ex situ PGR collections 
• Crops important to the Netherlands, with special focus on vegetables
• Serving the entire world
• Strict quality management

• Support on-farm PGR management activities of Dutch NGO’s 
• Study, raise awareness of, and facilitate access to crop wild relatives (CWR)
• Support development and help implement international policy
• Carry out methodological research to improve efficiency of these activities



Organization



CGN’s organisation

• Dutch governmental programme
• Operating under 5-year agreements with the Government as ‘statutory task’

• Quality management
• Independence from host institution

• Host institution: Wageningen University and Research
• Perfect scientific environment

• Excellent collaboration with Dutch and foreign actors
• Breeding industry advises and supports regeneration, evaluation and collecting
• Good collaboration with Dutch on-farm NGO’s and Nature Conservation Organisations

• Active role in international platforms and initiatives
• Collaboration is the only way to achieve our mission 



Outputs



CGN’s outputs

• High quality PGR programme
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CGN’s outputs

• High quality PGR programme
• Well managed PGR collection
• Contributions to various networks 

and initiatives
• Improved knowledge about PGR 

management



Theo van Hintum
theo.vanhintum@wur.nl

www.wur.nl/cgn

THANK YOU
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